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Abstract : This paper is a sociolinguistic analysis of the semantics of students’ slang in Akwa Ibom State College of Education,
Afaha Nsit, Nigeria. The descriptive survey design was deployed for the study and data were collected from one hundred and
fifty (150) students through a series of instruments such as questionnaire, interviews and observations. The questionnaire was
administered randomly to levels 200, 300 and Extra Time students only. Interviews and observations were also conducted on
the students. These categories of students were selected because they had spent a longer time in the college and were thought
to be familiar with campus slang. A total of ninety two (92) slang expressions were taken from the questionnaire and out of this
number, twenty six (26) slang expressions were peculiar to the college while sixty six (66) were those slang terms also used in
the society. The study proves the notion that every speaker handles a variety of registers and tends to choose among them in
accordance with the social situation in which he finds himself. The study shows campus slang as a sociolect which facilitates
communication among the students in a different sense. The slang expressions are fully intelligible to the students and this
unique and elaborate lexicon serves to achieve group identity among other social implications.
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