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Abstract : Queli Hotel, Xixi Scenery Spot Reception and Square Pagoda Garden are three important landmarks of localized
Chinese modern architecture (LCMA) in the architectural design context of &quot;Inheriting the Traditions in Modern
Architecture&quot; in the 1980s. As the most representative cases of LCMA in the 1980s, they interpret the traditions of
Chinese garden and imperial roof from different perspectives. Based on the research text, conceptual drawings, construction
drawings and site investigation, this paper extracts two groups of prominent contradictions in practice (&quot;Pattern-
Material-Structure&quot; and &quot;Type-Topography-Body&quot;) for keyword-based analysis to compare and examine
different choices and balances by architects. Based on this, this paper attempts to indicate that the ideographic form derived
from macro-narrative and the innovative investigation in construction is a pair of inevitable contradictions that must be
handled and coordinated in these practices. The collision of the contradictions under specific conditions results in three
cognitive attitudes and practical strategies towards traditions: Formal symbolism, spatial abstraction and construction-based
narrative. These differentiated thoughts about Localization and Chineseness reflect various professional ideologies and value
standpoints in the transition of Chinese Architecture discipline in the 1980s. The great variety in this particular circumstance
suggests tremendous potential and possibilities of the future LCMA.
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