World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences
Vol:15, No:06, 2021

Foreign Women Affecting the Social Life of the Ottoman Empire at the
Beginning of the Twentieth Century: The Case of Lady Alice Lowther
(1873-1939)

Authors : Meliha Nur Cercinli

Abstract : In the last period of the Ottoman Empire, foreign officers played important role in the political area. Behind their
political activities, their wives had a considerable influence on Ottoman social life. Despite the difficult conditions, these
women involved in educating girls, encouraging Ottoman women to take part in the production area. For this purpose, they
opened many schools and workplaces in various regions of the capital-Istanbul. One of these women was Lady Alice Lowther,
who was known as the wife of British ambassador Gerard Agustus Lowther. She arranged various organizations in order to
create necessary resources to help families of martyrs. Also, she chaired the Committee for Aid to Ottoman Military Families
(Asker Ailelerine Yardim Komitesi), made an effort to establish the Society for Protection Animals in Istanbul (Istanbul Himaye-i
Hayvanat Cemiyeti) with the supports of The Royal Society For Prevention Cruelty For Animals. Apart from these, she was also
a good observer and writer as a traveller. She wrote and published her memories with the name of Down The Old Road (1921),
When It Was June (1923) Land Of Gold Mohur (1932), Moments In Portugal Or Land Of The Laurel (1939). This paper aims to
analyze Lady Alice Lowther’s activities in Istanbul based on Ottoman Archive documents. In addition, her books will also be
examined as they will present a different perspective regarding her experiences.
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