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Abstract : Comorbid Axis I disorders are highly common for suicidal borderline personality disorder (BPD) patients, especially
substance use disorder and anxiety disorders. Since interpersonal dysfunction is one of the core symptoms in BPD, the purpose
of the current study is to examine perceived criticism and anxiety disorders and also substance abuse disorders (SUD) for
women with borderline personality disorder (BPD) who attempt suicide at least once in their lifetime. In the current study, it
was suggested that the perceived criticism from others and being upset by criticism differ between suicidal women with BPD
with comorbidity of anxiety disorders and SUD (separately) and suicidal women with BPD without anxiety disorders and
without SUD (separately). The participants in this study included ninety-nine women who have already been diagnosed with
borderline personality disorder and also have had at least two episodes of deliberate self-harm, in other words, suicide
attempts and/or non-suicidal self-injury (NSSI) in the last five years and at least one episode in the 8-week period before joining
the research study and at least one suicide attempt in the previous year. Structured Clinical Interview for DSM-IV Axis I
Disorders (SCID) and Social History Interview (SHI) were conducted to determine the comorbid axis I disorders and level of
perceived criticism. As a result of the independent sample t-tests, the first hypothesis was rejected, in other words, women with
BPD and a comorbid anxiety disorder did not show significantly higher levels of ‘criticized by others’, compared to women with
BPD alone. However, the levels of ‘upset at criticism’ were significantly different between suicidal women with BPD with or
without any anxiety disorders, which is the second hypothesis. In addition, the third hypothesis was also accepted; this means,
women with BPD who had any substance use dependence would show significantly higher levels of 'criticized by others'
compared to women with BPD alone. Finally, the fourth hypothesis was partly accepted: that is, women with BPD with alcohol
dependence had significantly higher levels of ‘how upset when they expose to criticism’, compared to those without alcohol
dependence. Limitations, implications, and directions for future research are discussed.
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