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Abstract : For students of legal English, the skill of mediation is of special importance as it constitutes part of their everyday
work. Developing the skill of mediation requires developing linguistic, communicative, textual, pragmatic, interactive, social,
and intercultural competencies. The study conducted at the Open University of the University of Warsaw compared the results
of a questionnaire concerning the needs of legal professionals relating to mediation tasks, which they perform at work with the
analysis of the content of different legal English handbooks with special stress on the development of intercultural competence
necessary in interlinguistic mediation. The study found that legal English handbooks focus mainly on terminology study, but
some of them extend students' intercultural competence in a way which may help them to perform tasks of mediating concepts,
texts,  and communication.  The  author  of  the  paper  will  present  the  correlation  between intercultural  competence  and
mediation skill and give some examples of mediation tasks which may be based on comparative intercultural content of some
chosen academic legal English handbooks.
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