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Abstract : Government leaders and education policymakers have increasingly focused on ways that teachers can better
prepare children for life in a global society. Such preparation includes the development of global citizenship among young
people. Yet, scholars point out that many elementary school educators and teacher candidates have limited awareness of being
global citizens in an interdependent world. More and more teacher preparation programs aim to integrate global citizenship in
their program plans and use educational technology to help develop global citizenship. Many non-governmental organizations
(NGOs),  like  the Asia  Society  and Partnership  for  21st  Century  Skills,  have led the way in  creating global  citizenship
frameworks that prepare teachers and students with global competencies.  The development of global citizenship among
teachers needs to begin even before teachers sign their first contract. Global citizenship development should start when
teacher candidates are being prepared to teach. Using the Critical Cosmopolitan Theory as a conceptual lens, this paper
examines the integration of global citizenship curricula in teacher education programs in North Carolina and Texas in the
United States of America. Using a case study methodology, the paper describes and compares the teacher candidates’ (n=136)
perceptions of the global citizenship curricula delivered with the aid of educational technology. The study found that after
participating in the global citizenship curricula, participants: (1) made conceptual leaps in their global citizenship definitions;
(2) developed a stronger commitment for their future role as educators in developing global citizens; and (3) were more willing
to take action for social justice-related issues in education. In sum, this paper discusses empirical findings related to the ways
to integrate educational technology in preparing globally competent teachers.
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