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Abstract : The University of New South Wales (UNSW) Rural Clinical School has a strategic collaborative focus on chronic
disease and public health. Our objectives are to understand rural environmental and biological interactions in vulnerable
community populations. The UNSW Rural Clinical School translational model is a spoke and hub network. This spoke and hub
model connects rural data and biological specimens with city based collaborative public health research networks. Similar
spoke and hub models are prevalent across research centers in India. The Australia-India Council grant was awarded so we
could establish sustainable public health and community research collaborations. As part of the collaborative network we are
developing strategies around data and biological sharing platforms between Indian Institute of Public Health, Public Health
Foundation of India (PHFI), Hyderabad and Rural Clinical School UNSW. The key objective is to understand how research
collaborations are conducted in India and also how data can shared and tracked with external collaborators such as ourselves.
A framework to improve data sharing for research collaborations, including DNA was proposed as a project outcome. The
complexities of sharing biological data has been investigated via a visit to India. A flagship sustainable project between Rural
Clinical School UNSW and PHFI would illustrate a model of data sharing platforms.
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