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Abstract  :  This  paper  examines  the  resistance  of  the  Lumad  people,  the  indigenous  peoples  in  Mindanao,  Southern
Philippines, and of environmental and human rights activists to the Philippine government's neoliberal policies and their call
for justice and a new economic paradigm that will uphold peoples' rights and environmental protection in two alternative
media online sites. The study contributes to the body of knowledge on indigenous resistance to neoliberal globalization and the
quest for a new economic paradigm that upholds social justice for the marginalized in society, empathy and compassion for
those who depend on the land for their survival, and environmental sustainability. The study analyzes the discourses in selected
news articles from Davao Today and Kalikasan (translated to English as 'Nature') People's Network for the Environment’s
statements and advocacy articles for the Lumad and the environment from 2018 to February 2020. The study reveals that the
alternative media news articles and the advocacy articles contain statements that expose the oppression and violation of
human rights of the Lumad people, farmers, government environmental workers, and environmental activists as shown in their
killings, illegal arrest and detention, displacement of the indigenous peoples, destruction of their schools by the military and
paramilitary groups, and environmental plunder and destruction with the government's permit for the entry and operation of
extractive and agribusiness industries in the Lumad ancestral lands. Anchored on Christian Fuch's theory of alternative media
as critical media and Bert Cammaerts' theorization of alternative media as counterhegemonic media that are part of civil
society and form a third voice between state media and commercial media, the study reveals the counterhegemonic discourses
of the news and advocacy articles that oppose the dominant economic system of neoliberalism which oppresses the people who
depend on the land for their survival. Furthermore, the news and advocacy articles seek to advance social struggles that
transform society towards the realization of  cooperative potentials or a new economic paradigm that upholds economic
democracy, where the local people, including the indigenous people, are economically empowered their environment and
protected towards the realization of  self-sustaining communities.  The study highlights the call  for justice,  empathy,  and
compassion for both the people and the environment and the need for a new economic paradigm wherein indigenous peoples
and local communities are empowered towards becoming self-sustaining communities in a sustainable environment.
Keywords : alternative media, environmental sustainability, human rights, indigenous resistance
Conference Title : ICHPR 2020 : International Conference on Human and Peoples' Rights
Conference Location : Bali, Indonesia
Conference Dates : October 22-23, 2020

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Law and Political Sciences

Vol:14, No:10, 2020

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 L
aw

 a
nd

 P
ol

iti
ca

l S
ci

en
ce

s 
Vo

l:1
4,

 N
o:

10
, 2

02
0 

pu
bl

ic
at

io
ns

.w
as

et
.o

rg
/a

bs
tr

ac
ts

/1
30

06
0/

pd
f

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 14(10) 2020 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/130060/pdf

