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Abstract : The subtle institutionalization of male dominance in the film industry in the 1930s and its rippling effect of gender
imbalance especially, regarding female active participation in film industries across the globe in terms of number and
influence, is a worrying trend. The main purpose of the study is to explore the role of gender themes, especially patriarchal
themes in films, in influencing the disparity experienced in film industries. Partially, we examine the motivations vis-a-vis the
demotivating factors that attract and or refract females from enrolling in film schools against their male contemporaries.
Employing a qualitative inquiry with a specific focus on document analysis as well as experts’ opinions in order to ascertain the
antecedents and consequences of patriarchal themes in films on female participation in film industries, we drew extant
literature from reputable databases such as EBSCO, Scopus, Web of Science, ERIH Plus, Google Scholar as well as notable
books on gender and film. Secondly, we conceptualized a research model for a future qualitative research design that could
take into consideration a study from at least three different film industries and analyze using thematic analysis. This could help
validate the proposed conceptual model of the study. The literature review revealed that culture, to a large extent, influences
the patriarchal themes conveyed in films, which inhibits active female participation in film industries. Research implications
have been discussed.
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