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Abstract : This paper aims to present the effectiveness of the Spatial Planning and Land Use Management Act, 2013, in
addressing key spatial challenges in Fetakgomo Tubatse Local Municipality, mainly focusing on Apel nodal point. Spatial
Planning and Land Use Management Act, 2013, popularly known as SPLUMA, aimed at addressing emerging and existing
spatial planning and land use management challenges in South Africa. There are critical key spatial challenges that are
continuously encountered in Apel Nodal Point, which include dispersed rural settlement mainly in a communal settlement. The
spatial  patterns and rural  settlements development patterns are a challenge,  and such results  in  uncoordinated human
settlements. The objective of this research paper is to analyze the spatial planning of Apel nodal points and determine the
effectiveness of the SPLUMA policy. Key Informant interviews were conducted with 20 participants, and also the municipal
Spatial Development Framework was considered to explore more challenges and proposed recommendations. The results
divulged that there is a huge gap in addressing spatial planning, mainly in rural areas, and correlation with the findings of the
Municipal  Spatial  Development  framework.  In  conclusion,  spatial  planning  remains  a  critical  dilemma  in  most  rural
settlements, and there must be programmes and strategies to balance the effectiveness of spatial planning in urban and rural
settlements.
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