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Abstract : Background: Despite occupational legislation/standards being in place in the industry, there are many reported
health and safety incidents, including both occupational injuries and illnesses in the South African mining industry. Purpose:
This systematic literature review aimed to describe and identify the existing gaps in health and safety compliance within the
South African mining industry and propose future research areas. Methodology: A systematic literature review was conducted
using the key concepts of health and safety, compliance, standards, and mining. A total of 102 papers issued from 1994 to April
2020 were extracted from an online database search,  which included a combination of  South African and international
government OHS legislation documents, policies, standards, reports from the mineral departments and international labour
office, qualitative and quantitative journal articles, dissertations, seminars and conference proceedings. Results: The literature
review revealed that, though there are laws, regulations, standards to guide the industry on health and safety issues in South
Africa, the main challenge is with the compliance with the existing health and safety systems, wherein systems are not being
implemented. Conclusion: Gaps between research, policy, and implementation in occupational health practice in the South
African mining industry were also identified.
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