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Abstract : The current study explores aspects of exploratory behaviors and social capacities in urban Chinese infants to
examine whether these factors mediate the link between infant walking and receptive and productive vocabularies. The linkage
between the onset of walking and language attainment proves solid, but little is known about the factors that drive such link.
This study examined whether joint attention, gesture use, and object activities mediate the association between locomotion and
language development. Results showed that both the frequency (p = .05) and duration (p = .03) of carrying an object are
strong mediators that afford opportunities for word comprehension. Also, accessing distal objects may be beneficial to infants’
language expression. Further studies on why object carrying may account for word comprehension and why infants with autism
could not benefit from walking onset in terms of language development may yield valuable clinical implications.
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