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Abstract : The current study explores aspects of exploratory behaviors and social capacities in urban Chinese infants to
examine whether these factors mediate the link between infant walking and receptive and productive vocabularies. The linkage
between the onset of walking and language attainment proves solid, but little is known about the factors that drive such link.
This study examined whether joint attention, gesture use, and object activities mediate the association between locomotion and
language development. Results showed that both the frequency (p = .05) and duration (p = .03) of carrying an object are
strong mediators that afford opportunities for word comprehension. Also, accessing distal objects may be beneficial to infants’
language expression. Further studies on why object carrying may account for word comprehension and why infants with autism
could not benefit from walking onset in terms of language development may yield valuable clinical implications.
Keywords : exploratory behaviors, infancy, language acquisition, motor development, social communicative skills
Conference Title : ICCBP 2020 : International Conference on Cognitive and Behavioral Psychology
Conference Location : Los Angeles, United States
Conference Dates : October 29-30, 2020

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Psychological and Behavioral Sciences

Vol:14, No:10, 2020

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 P
sy

ch
ol

og
ic

al
 a

nd
 B

eh
av

io
ra

l S
ci

en
ce

s 
Vo

l:1
4,

 N
o:

10
, 2

02
0 

pu
bl

ic
at

io
ns

.w
as

et
.o

rg
/a

bs
tr

ac
ts

/1
29

87
2/

pd
f

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 14(10) 2020 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/129872/pdf

