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Abstract : Urban undergrounds spaces such as parking garages or metro stations are perceived as interludes before reaching
desired destinations, as commodities devoid of aesthetic value. Within the encoded space of the city, commercial underground
spaces are the closest expression to pure to structures of consumption and commodity. Even in the house, the cellar is
associated with castoffs and waste or, as scholar Mircea Eliade has pointed out at best, with a place to store abandoned
household and childhood objects, which lie forgotten and on rediscovery evoke a nostalgic and uncanny sense of the past.
Despite  a  growing  body  of  evidence  presented  by  an  increasing  number  of  buildings  situated  entirely  below or  semi
underground that feature exemplary spatial and sensuous qualities, critics and scholars see them largely as efforts to produce
efforts  in  producing low consumption non-renewable energy.  Buildings that  also  free space above ground.  This  critical
approach neglects to mention and highlight other project drivers such as the notion that the ground and sky can be considered
a building’s  fundamental  context,  that  underground spaces  are  conducive  to  the exploration of  pure space,  namely  an
architecture that doesn’t have to deal with facades and or external volumes and that digging into geology can inspire the
textural and spatial richness. This paper will argue that while the assessment about the reduced energy consumption of
underground construction is important, it does not do justice to the qualities underground buildings can contribute to a city’s
expanded urban and or landscape experiences.
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