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Abstract : The image of Tehran has been impacted in recent years due to poor urban management and fragmented
governance. There is no cohesive urban beautification framework in Tehran to enforce builders take aesthetic factors seriously
when design and construct new buildings. The existing guidelines merely provide people with recommendations, not
regulations. Obviously, Tehran needs a more comprehensive and strict urban beautification framework to restore its image.
The damaged image has impacted the city’s social, economic and environmental growth. This research aims to find and
examine a solution by which the employment of urban beautification regulation would be guaranteed, and city image would be
organized. The methodology is based on a qualitative approach associated with analytical methods, in-depth surveys and
interviews with Tehran citizens, authorities and experts, and use of academic resources as well as simulation. As a result, one
practical solution is to incorporate aesthetic guidelines into a survival-related framework like a seismic guideline. Tehran is a
seismic site, and all the buildings in Tehran have to be retrofitted against earthquake during construction. Hence, by
integrating seismic regulations and aesthetic disciplines, urban beautification will be somehow guaranteed. Besides, the
seismic image can turn into Tehran’s brand and enhances city identity. This research is trying to increase the social,
environmental, and economic interconnectedness between urban planning and seismic planning by the usage of landscape
architecture methods. As a case study, the potential outcomes are simulated in Tajrish, a suburb located in the north of Tehran.
The result is that, by the redefinition of the morphology of seismic retrofitting systems, used in the significant city image
elements, and re-function them in accordance with the Iranian culture and traditions, the city image would become more
harmonized and legible.
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