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Abstract : Respiratory syncytial virus (hRSV) is the major pathogens of respiratory tract infections (RTI) among infants and
children in the world. They are classified in family Paramyxoviridae and sub-family Pneumovirinae. The current work aimed to
detect the role of RSV in the lower respiratory tract infection (LRTI) in Hilla, Iraq. The samples were collected from 50 children
who were admitted to hospital suffering from lower respiratory tract infections (LRTI). 50 nasal and pharyngeal swabs were
taken from patients at the period from January 2010 till April 2011, hospitalized in Hilla Maternity and Children Hospital. The
results showed that the proportion of children infected with hRSV accounted for 24% 12/50 with lower respiratory tract
infections (LRTI) when they tested by polymerase chain reaction (RT-PCR).
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