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Abstract : The present study aimed to investigate second language (L2) motivation, enjoyment, and self-regulation as the main
variables for explaining variance in the process, and to find out the outcome of L2 Aural Vocabulary Knowledge (AVK)
development by focusing on the Iranian EFL students at Hakim Sabzevari University. To this end, 122 EFL students (86
females) and (36 males) participated in this study. The students filled out the Motivation Questionnaire, Foreign Language
Enjoyment Questionnaire, and Self-Regulation Questionnaire and also took Aural Vocabulary Knowledge (AVK) Test. Using
SPSS software, the data were analyzed through multiple regressions and path analysis. A preliminary Pearson correlation
analysis revealed that 2 out of 3 independent variables were significantly linked to AVK. According to the obtained regression
model, self-regulation was a significant predictor of aural vocabulary knowledge test. Finally, the results of the mediation
analysis showed that the indirect effect of enjoyment on AVK through self- regulation was significant. These findings are
discussed, and implications are offered.
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