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Abstract : In the age of heightened social and political discourse, there is a tendency for individuals and media sources to use
dehumanization as a tool to influence group thoughts and attitudes. When considering individual interactions, there is a need
to  determine  what  characteristics  increase  or  predict  dehumanization.  The  present  study  investigated  dehumanization
tendencies related to social dominance orientation (SDO) and right-wing authoritarianism (RWA) while factoring in political
affiliation. Two-hundred and seven individuals participated in an anonymous study to reveal that there was a significant
relationship between high SDO and high RWA scores. There was also a significant correlation between the dehumanization of
Black Lives Matter and SDO. These findings suggest that those who are “double high” (scoring highly on both SDO and RWA
are more likely to dehumanize others, particularly social groups they disagree with. Acknowledging that there are significant
changes occurring in the sociopolitical atmosphere, it is essential that researchers understand dehumanization tendencies in
modern society to better define the concept of othering and its consequences on social interaction.
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