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Abstract : Motivation, persistence, and learning disability status are all associated with academic performance, but to the
author's knowledge, little research has been done on how these variables interact with one another and how that interaction
looks different within children with and without learning disabilities.  The present study's goal  was to examine the role
motivation and persistence play in the academic success of children with learning disabilities and how these variables interact.
Measurements were made using surveys and direct cognitive assessments on each child. Analyses were run on student's scores
in motivation, persistence, and ability to learn compared to other fifth grade students. In this study, learning ability was
intended as a proxy for learning disabilities (LDs). This study included a nationally representative sample of over 8,000 fifth-
grade  children  from across  the  United  States.  Multiple  interactions  were  found  among  these  variables  of  motivation,
persistence, and motivation as they relate to academic achievement. The major finding of the study was the significant role
motivation played in academic achievement. This study shows the importance of measuring the within-group. One key finding
was that motivation was associated with academic success and was moderated by the other variables. The interaction results
were different  for  math and reading outcomes,  suggesting that  reading and math success  are different  and should be
addressed differently. This study shows the importance of measuring the within-group differences in levels of motivation to
better understand the academic success of children with and without learning disabilities. This study's findings call for further
investigation into motivation and the possible need for motivational intervention for students, especially those with learning
disabilities
Keywords : academic achievement, learning disabilities, motivation, persistence
Conference Title : ICLDD 2021 : International Conference on Learning Disabilities and Disorders
Conference Location : Barcelona, Spain
Conference Dates : May 24-25, 2021

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Educational and Pedagogical Sciences

Vol:15, No:05, 2021

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 E
du

ca
tio

na
l a

nd
 P

ed
ag

og
ic

al
 S

ci
en

ce
s 

Vo
l:1

5,
 N

o:
05

, 2
02

1 
pu

bl
ic

at
io

ns
.w

as
et

.o
rg

/a
bs

tr
ac

ts
/1

29
16

8.
pd

f

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 15(05) 2021 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/129168.pdf

