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Abstract : Functional behavior analysis is a procedure that has been studied for several decades by behavior analysts. In
Brazil, we still have few studies in the area, so it was decided to carry out a systematic review of the articles published in the
area by Brazilians. A search was done on the following scientific article registration sites: PsycINFO, ERIC, ISI Web of Science,
Virtual Health Library. The research includes (a) peer-reviewed studies that (b) have been carried out in Brazil containing (c)
functional  assessment  as  a  pre-treatment  through  (d)  experimental  procedures,  direct  or  indirect  observation  and
measurement of behavior problems (e) demonstrating a relationship between environmental events and behavior. During the
review, 234 papers were found; however, only 9 were included in the final analysis. Of the 9 articles extracted, only 2
presented functional analysis procedures with manipulation of environmental variables, while the other 7 presented different
procedures for a descriptive behavior assessment. Only the two studies using "functional analysis" used graphs to demonstrate
the prevalent function of the behavior. Other studies described procedures and did not make clear the causal relationship
between environment and behavior. There is still confusion in Brazil regarding the terms "functional analysis", "descriptive
assessment" and "contingency analysis," which are generally treated in the same way. This study shows that few articles are
published with a focus on functional analysis in Brazil.
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