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Abstract : With the increase in the prevalence of divorce, the impact of divorce on children’s sexual and reproductive health
has received wide attention, while few studies have investigated parent marital relationship. This study aims to study the
relation of both parent divorce and perceived parental marital relationship with children’s sexual behaviors among Chinese
university  or  vocational  college  students.  The  study  used  data  from “National  College  Student  Survey  on  Sexual  and
Reproductive Health 2019”, an internet-based survey conducted from November 2019 to February 2020, in 241 universities or
vocational colleges in China. Statistical analyses were conducted to assess the relationship of perceived parental marital
relationship and parents’ divorce of distinct occurrence time with sexual intercourse, risky sexual behaviors, unintended health
outcomes and sexual abuse.  Among 51,124 university or vocational college students,  those whose parents had divorced
accounted for 10.72%. Better perceived parental relationship was associated with a lower likelihood to have sexual intercourse
(male: OR: 0.83, 95%CI: 0.80-0.86; female: OR: 0.73, 95%CI: 0.70-0.75), sexual abuse, risky sexual behaviors and unintended
health outcomes. Divorce was also found to be associated with higher risk of  sexual abuse,  risky sexual behaviors and
unintended health outcomes. The findings highlight the importance of parental marital relationship and divorce in risky sexual
behavior among young adults. The findings may provide implications on intervention programs targeting at children with
divorced parents from an early stage.
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