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Abstract : The concept of sense of community refers to residents’ sense of attachment and commitment to the other residents
in a residential community. It is implicitly indicative of the mental image of a physical environment in which the residents enjoy
strong social ties. Sense of community, a crucial factor in improving quality of life and social welfare, leads to life satisfaction
in a residential community. Despite the important functions of such a notion, few empirical studies, to the best of the authors'
knowledge, have been so far carried out in Iran to investigate the effective factors in sharpening the sense of community in
residential communities. This survey research examined sense of community in 360 above 20-year old residents of three
residential communities in Tehran, Iran using cluster sampling and questionnaire. The study yielded the result that variables of
local social ties, social control and trust, sense of security, length of residence, use of public spaces, and mixed land use have a
significant relationship with sense of community.
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