
Slowness in Architecture: The Pace of Human Engagement with the Built
Environment

Authors : Jaidev Tripathy
Abstract : A human generation’s lifestyle, behaviors, habits, and actions are governed heavily by homogenous mindsets. But
the current scenario is witnessing a rapid gap in this homogeneity as a result of an intervention, or rather, the dominance of
the digital revolution in the human lifestyle. The current mindset for mass production, employment, multi-tasking, rapid
involvement, and stiff competition to stay above the rest has led to a major shift in human consciousness. Architecture, as an
entity, is being perceived differently. The screens are replacing the skies. The pace at which operation and evolution is taking
place has increased. It is paradoxical, that time seems to be moving faster despite the intention to save time. Parallelly, there is
an evident shift in architectural typologies spanning across different generations. The architecture of today is now seems
influenced heavily from here and there. Mass production of buildings and over-exploitation of resources giving shape to
uninspiring algorithmic designs, ambiguously catering to multiple user groups, has become a prevalent theme. Borrow-and-
steal replaces influence, and the diminishing depth in today’s designs reflects a lack of understanding and connection. The
digitally dominated world, perceived as an aid to connect and network, is making humans less capable of real-life interactions
and understanding. It is not wrong, but it doesn’t seem right either. The engagement level between human beings and the built
environment is a concern which surfaces. This leads to a question: Does human engagement drive architecture, or does
architecture drive human engagement? This paper attempts to relook at architecture's capacity and its relativity with pace to
influence  the  conscious  decisions  of  a  human  being.  Secondary  research,  supported  with  case  examples,  helps  in
understanding the translation of human engagement with the built  environment through physicality of architecture. The
procedure, or theme, is pace and the role of slowness in the context of human behaviors, thus bridging the widening gap
between the human race and the architecture themselves give shape to, avoiding a possible future dystopian world.
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