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Abstract : Introduction: Marginal gingivitis is a disease with considerable frequency among patients who present routinely for
periodontal control and treatment. In fact, this disease may not have alarming symptoms in patients and may go unnoticed by
themselves when personal hygiene conditions are optimal.  The aim of this study was to collect retrograde data on the
prevalence of marginal gingiva in the respective group of patients, evaluated according to specific periodontal diagnostic tools.
Materials and methods: The study was conducted in two patient groups. The first group was with 34 patients, during December
2019-January 2020, and the second group was with 64 patients during 2010-2018 (each year in the mentioned monthly period).
Bacterial plaque index, hemorrhage index, amount of gingival fluid, presence of xerostomia and candidiasis were recorded in
patients. Results: Analysis of the collected data showed that susceptibility to marginal gingivitis shows higher values according
to retrograde data, compared to cross-sectional ones. Susceptibility to candidiasis and the occurrence of xerostomia, even in
the combination of both pathologies, as risk factors for the occurrence of marginal gingivitis, show higher values according to
retrograde data. The female are presented with a reduced bacterial plaque index than the males, but more importantly, this
index in the females is also associated with a reduced index of gingival hemorrhage, in contrast to the males. Conclusions:
Cross-sectional data show that the prevalence of marginal gingivitis is more reduced, compared to retrograde data, based on
the hemorrhage index and the bacterial plaque index together. Changes in production in the amount of gingival fluid show a
higher prevalence of marginal gingivitis in cross-sectional data than in retrograde data; this is based on the sophistication of
the way data are recorded, which evolves over time and also based on professional sensitivity to this phenomenon.
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