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Abstract : Sustainability of construction projects is an important issue to be addressed since the sector will continue to be
developed in the coming years, especially in developing countries. Thus, it is significant to discover approaches and solutions
for improving sustainability. Currently, the construction industry is the largest consumer of natural resources. This is the same
in other countries in the Gulf region, and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) has limited natural resources such as water,
electricity, etc. Recently, the UAE has taken several actions in order to implement sustainable initiatives within its construction
industry. Within the industry, the contractors&rsquo; role is significant in promoting sustainable development by taking the
responsibility to minimize their negative impacts on the environment and society, and maximize their economic distribution. In
this research, sustainability will be studied as an important key to bring competitive advantages to contracting organizations.
The contractors should understand the need to improve their sustainable performance in order to expand their business
competitiveness. Competitiveness at the construction project level refers to a contractor&rsquo;s ability to compete for a
project. There is less focus on how to improve contractors&rsquo; competitiveness by implementing sustainable construction
practices.  Based on an inclusive  literature  review on the  relationship  between sustainability  performance and business
competitiveness, this research will conduct a study of sustainable practice in the construction industry and the relationship
between sustainability  performance  and  business  competitiveness  in  order  to  develop  a  framework  for  evaluating  how
contractors can improve their competitiveness in terms of more efficient processes, enhancements in productivity, and lower
costs of compliance in order to reduce the initial project cost and obtain market opportunities in the UAE. The research
findings will provide a framework that can be a useful guideline for contractors to develop their sustainability policy, strategy
and practice for meeting the increased requirements for sustainable development in construction.
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