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Abstract : Violence is organized and utilized differently in various communities across the globe. The capacity to employ
violence in numerous societies is largely limited to the apparatus of the state, like law enforcement officers, and in a small
share of contexts, it is controlled within the state institutions as per the rule of law. Contrastingly, in many other societies, a
broad array of players, mainly organized criminal gangs, are using violence on a substantial scale to agitate against social ills
or attain personal interests. The present paper examined the role of social injustice in driving children living off and on the
streets  of  Dhaka,  Bangladesh,  into  joining  organized  criminal  gangs  and  committing  crimes.  The  study  entailed  a
comprehensive  review of  existing  literature  with  theoretical  analyses  based  on  three  theories:  the  Marxist’s  theory  of
capitalism and class struggle, the Weberian model of social stratification theory, and the social disorganization theory. The
analysis  revealed  that,  in  Dhaka,  Bangladesh,  criminal  gangs  emerged  from  social  disorganization  of  communities
characterized by absolute poverty, residential mobility, and population heterogeneity, which promote deviance among the
youth, and subsequently, led to the rise of organized gangs and delinquency. Although the latter was formed as a response to
class struggle, they have been employed by the state and police as the tools of exploitation and oppression to rule the working
class. The criminal gangs exploit the vulnerability of street children by using them as sources of cheap labor to peddle drugs,
extort, or kill specific individuals who are against their ideals. In retrospect, the street children receive individual, group, and
social protection. Therefore, social class struggle plays a central role in the proliferation of organized criminal gangs and the
engagement of street children in criminal activities in Dhaka, Bangladesh.
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