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Abstract : Abstract— The presentation argues for an urgent case to center and integrate critical sociology in enriching
potency of educational thought and practice to counteract inequalities and social injustices. COVID phenomenon has starkly
exposed burgeoning of social-economic inequalities and widening marginalities which have been historically and politically
constructed through deep-seated social and power imbalances and injustices in the world. What potent role could education
possibly play to combat these issues? A point of departure for this paper highlights increasing reductionist and exclusionary
‘mind-set’ of education that has been developed through trends in education such as: the commodification of knowledge,
standardisation, homogenization, and reification which are products of the positivist ideology of knowledge coopted to serve
capitalist interests. To redress these issues of de-contextualization and de-humanization of education, it is emphasized that
there is an urgent need to center the role of interpretive and critical epistemologies and pedagogies of social sciences. In this
regard, notions of problem-posing versus problem-solving, generative themes, instrumental versus emancipatory reasoning will
be discussed.  The presentation will  conclude by illustrating the pedagogic  utility  of  these critically  oriented notions to
counteract the social reproduction of exclusionary and inequality in and through education.
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