
Assessment of Implementation of the Health and Safety Contents of the
Nigerian Factories Act by Small and Medium Scale Industries in Anambra

State, Nigeria
Authors : Vivian Uchechi Okpala
Abstract : Background: Millions of workers die every year as a result of occupational hazards, accidents and injuries, which
are as a result of non- compliance to the laws or legislations guiding the health, safety and welfare of workers in the industries.
This and many more lead to the assessment of implementation of the health and safety contents of the Nigerian Factories Act
(NFA) by small and medium scale industries in Anambra State. Objectives: The study is aimed at achieving the following
specific  objectives;  to  assess  the  extent  of  implementation  of  Part-II  Health  and  Part  -III  Safety  (General  Provisions),
implementation of Part II Health and Part -III Safety (General Provisions Nigerian Factories Acts based on the age of the
industries, locations of the industries and level of education of the workers of the small and medium scale industries Methods:
the research design that was used for this study was descriptive survey research design, Area of this study was Anambra state,
The population for this study comprised 180 chairmen/presidents of union workers of manufacturing industries in Anambra
State, The instrument used for this study was structured questionnaire titled ‘assessment of implementation of NFA health and
safety contents by small and medium scale industries, results: From the analysis, the following findings were made: Results:
The medium scale industries implemented the Part-II Health and Part III Safety (General provisions) better than the small scale
industries in Anambra state, the age of the industries, location of the industries and the level of education of the workers in the
industries significantly influenced the implementation of the Part III Safety (General Provisions) of NFA, the location of the
industries significantly influenced the implementation of the Part II-Health (General Provisions) of NFA. Conclusion: there was
generally a certain level of implementation of the factories Act, there is need for more improvement, strict inspection by the
regulatory agencies. Implications of the study were highlighted and several suggestions for further studies were made. Based
on the findings, several recommendations were made including that the Ministry of Labour and Productivity and the Ministry of
Health should strengthen planned information, strict policies to sanction the offenders. Keywords: Occupational Health and
Safety, Nigerian Factories Act
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