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Abstract : The Nigerian hip-hop music genre, like the African American scene where it was adopted from, is riddled with
musical lyrics that amplify and normalize hypermasculinity, homophobia, sexism, and objectification of women. Several factors
are responsible for this anomaly; however, the greatest factor is the urge of hip-hop musicians to achieve the commercial
success that is dependent on selling records and appealing to the established societal accepted norm for hip-hop music.
Consequently, this paper presents a counter-narrative of this gender representation within the Nigerian hip-hop industry. This
study analyzed the musical lyrics of the &lsquo;Hypocrisy&rsquo; track on the 2019 album of famous Nigerian rapper, Falz the
Bahd Guy; and argued that Falz in this album challenged the predominant ideas of hegemonic masculinity by singing in favor of
LGBT people and women. Also, based on the success of this album, this paper argues that a hip-hop album can achieve
commercial success without aligning with predominant hip-hop parameters of gender representation. The study recommends
that future studies should evaluate the reactions of Nigerians to these gender presentations by Falz the Bahd guy.
Keywords : hegemonic masculinity, hypermasculinity, LGBT, misogyny, sexism
Conference Title : ICJMC 2020 : International Conference on Journalism and Mass Communication
Conference Location : New York, United States
Conference Dates : October 08-09, 2020

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Social and Business Sciences

Vol:14, No:10, 2020

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 S
oc

ia
l a

nd
 B

us
in

es
s 

Sc
ie

nc
es

 V
ol

:1
4,

 N
o:

10
, 2

02
0 

pu
bl

ic
at

io
ns

.w
as

et
.o

rg
/a

bs
tr

ac
ts

/1
28

38
7.

pd
f

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 14(10) 2020 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/128387.pdf

