
Difficulties in Pronouncing the English Bilabial Plosive Sounds among EFL
Students

Authors : Ali Mohammed Saleh Al-Hamzi
Abstract : This study aims at finding out the most difficult position in pronouncing the bilabial plosive sounds at the fourth
level of English foreign language students of the Faculty of Education, Mahweet, Sana’a University in Yemen. The subject of
this study were 50 participants from English foreign language students aged 22-25. In describing sounds according to their
place of articulation, sounds are classified as bilabial, labiodental, dental, alveolar, post-alveolar, palato-alveolar retroflex,
palatal, velar, uvular, and glottal. In much the same way, sounds can be described in their manner of articulation as plosives,
nasals, affricates, flaps, taps, rolls, fricatives, laterals, frictionless continuants, and semi-vowels. For English foreign language
students in Yemen, there are some articulators that are difficult to pronounce. In this study, the researcher focuses on
difficulties in pronouncing the English bilabial plosive sounds among English foreign language students. It can be in the initial,
medial, and final positions. The problem discussed in this study was: which position is the most difficult in pronouncing the
English bilabial plosive sounds? To solve the problem, a descriptive qualitative method was conducted in this study. The data
were collected from each English bilabial plosive sounds produced by students. Finally, the researcher reached that the most
difficult position in pronouncing the English bilabial plosive sounds is when English bilabial plosive /p/ and /b/ occur word-
finally, where both are voiceless.
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