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Abstract : In the past years, due to the financial crisis and the tightening of conditions on the labor market, young people are
facing great challenges in achieving financial independence and finding their place in society. Higher unemployment rates,
poorer living conditions, separation from the labor market, and longer school-to-work transitions particularly affect rural youth
and  make  significant  differences  between  youth  groups  in  rural  and  urban  areas.  Improving  employability  skills  and
development of instruments for further learning among young people “Not in Education, Employment, or Training” (NEET)
should not be only the concerns of these people, already adequately be directed and supported by the institutions. According to
the World Bank data, the share of youth not in education, employment or training (NEET), in the European Union in the past
few years decreases but still shows a significant share in the total percentage of the youth population. In 2017 rate was 10.96%
while in 2018 that value was 10.38%. When observing individual countries in Europe, especially those with lower incomes, this
rate is much higher. It was concluded that this topic was not sufficiently elaborated and presented in the social and scientific
environment. Therefore, the aim of this paper is to identify and systematize the problems of school-to-work transition among
young NEETs living in rural areas as well as the initiatives for addressing their problems.
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