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Abstract : The aim of this paper is to analyse the different environmental policies adopted in Europe for car emissions, to
comment on some of the possible perverse effects generated and point out these policies which are considered more efficient
under the environmental perspective. This paper is focused on passenger cars as this category is the most significant in road
transport. The utility of this research lies in this being the first step or basis to improve and optimise actual policies. The
methodology applied in this paper refers to a comparative analysis from a practical and theoretical point of view of European
environmental policies in road transport. This work describes an overview of the road transport industry in Europe pointing out
some relevant aspects such as the contribution of road transport to total emissions and the vehicle fleet in Europe. Additionally,
we propose a brief practice guide with the combined policies in order to optimise their aim.
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