
Camel Mortalities Due to Accidental Intoxcation with Ionophore
Authors : M. A. Abdelfattah, F. K. Waleed
Abstract : Anticoccidials were utilized widely in veterinary practice for the avoidance of coccidiosis in poultry and assume a
huge job as development promotants in ruminants. Ionophore harming is every now and again happens because of accidental
access to medicated feed, errors in feed mixing, incorrect dosage calculation or misuse in non-recommended species. Camels
on several farms in Eastern area of Saudi Arabia were accidently fed with a feed pellet containing 13 ppm salinomycin. One
hundred and sixty-three camels died with mortality rate of 100%. The poisoning was clinically characterized by restlessness
with tail lift to the top, jerk in the muscles of legs and thighs, excessive sweating, frequent setting and standing with body
imbalance, lateral and sternal recumbences with the legs stretched back, eye tears with dilated pupil, vomiting of the stomach
content, loss of consciousness and death of some of them. Feed analysis indicated the presence of salinomycin in pelleted feed
in a range of 13 mg/kg-47 mg/kg. Necropsy findings and histopathological examinations were presented. Regulations and legal
implications concerning with sale of contaminated feed in Saudi market are discussed in the light of feed law and by-law. The
necessity for an effective implication of regulation concerning application of quality assurance systems based on the principles
of Good Manufacturing Practice (GMP) and the application of Hazard Analysis of Critical Control Point (HACCP) during feed
production is necessary to avoid feed accident.
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