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Abstract : The establishment of municipalities in South Africa has been a long and difficult process; 25 years later, it still
appears to be evolving. In 1994, the new democratic government undertook to restructure the country’s racially segregated
administrative structure by integrating areas to form cohesive municipal entities that would allow for the more efficient
administration management of the regions. It planned to achieve this within a short seven-year period from 1993 to 2000,
which was to be divided into three phases, namely, the pre-interim phase from 1994 t01995, the interim phase from 1996 to
1999, and the post-interim phase from 2000 onwards. However, the extensive integrated municipal approach was easier to pen
on paper than to implement in practice. This paper seeks to explore the South African spatial reform process from 1993 to
2020, by analyzing policy documents and literature in order to determine how exactly the government attempted to achieve
this. The study found that the spatial restructuring process was particularly complex since the democratic government
inherited an unequal society located on a fragmented spatial landscape of which there was limited knowledge with many
unresolved issues. Furthermore, the study found that there is a lack of literature on the topic from an urban planning
perspective and calls for further research to ensure the formation of more efficient administrative regions.
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