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Abstract : Nowadays, language variants, as well as minority languages and cultures, are of increased interest, and the desire
to protect them is rising. The Maori language is defined as a vulnerable language by UNESCO. Its usage is confined to intra-
family communication. It is not being utilized by the younger generation or being taught at an early age; therefore, it is being
replaced by more frequently used languages. Maori loanwords are a unique part of New Zealand English. That is why it is
worth our attention. The aim of this study is to investigate Maori cultural loanwords in the New Zealand media. Methods of
analysis of lexical units, etymological interpretation, and linguocultural commenting were used. The results of the research
show that Maori borrowings are used in the media, not only with regard to Maori people but also to the whole nation. The
Maori language is often used in media texts, most often without a translation in English. Not only are words borrowed, but also
cultural concepts. The language usage is limited to the following spheres: everyday life, education, religion, and media. The
conclusion can also be drawn that Maori words are used to emphasize a new bicultural national identity; the revival of the
Maori language and culture contributed to a large number of borrowings into New Zealand English. It has been established
that the Maori language is substratum because Maori provides an intrusive language, which is English with language material.
It is stated that the number of borrowings denoting Maori culture is very significant. This group is even greater than the group
relating to flora and fauna. Language policy in New Zealand is designed to protect and promote the Maori language and
culture. Tables of Maori loanwords are also presented.
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