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Abstract : The aim of this paper is to build a vision of the utilization of creative industry competences in industrial and
services firms connected to Kymenlaakso region, Finland, smart specialization focus areas. Research indicates that creativity
and the use of creative industry&rsquo;s inputs can enhance innovation and competitiveness. Currently creative methods and
services are underutilized in regional businesses and the added value they provide is not well grasped. Methodologically, the
research adopts a qualitative exploratory approach. Data is collected in multiple ways including a survey, focus groups, and
interviews. Theoretically, the paper contributes to the discussion about the use creative industry competences in regional
development, and argues for building regional creative economy ecosystems in close co-operation with regional strategies and
traditional industries rather than as treating regional creative industry ecosystem initiatives separate from them. The practical
contribution of the paper is the creative vision for the use of regional authorities in updating smart specialization strategy as
well as boosting industrial and creative &amp; cultural sectors&rsquo; competitiveness. The paper also illustrates a research-
based model of vision building.
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