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Abstract : The main assumption of the study is to examine the coherence between two aspects of spatial planning important in
Poland. The first one is the need to realize a participatory planning paradigm, and the second is a global trend of the pro-
ecological orientation of city development. The aim of the research is the verification of the possibility of finding the right
balance between economic and socio-spatial  dimensions of  urban redefinition,  especially  within public green areas.  The
significance of the examination lies in the fact that there are a huge anthropopressure and overinvestment in downtown areas
of big Polish cities. The methodology used in the research of a case study was the three-layered comparative analyses of spatial
planning documents, participatory planning undertakings, soft and hard actions concerning a given area in the period of
2008-2020.  The  main  findings  are  that  there  is  a  lack  of  satisfactory  cooperation  between  the  municipality  and  local
communities, a connection between soft actions and investment in green public space, inhabitants are of high ecological
consciousness but not so concerned about spatial planning legislation. The conclusion is that it is needed to provide real
participation in spatial planning processes so as to take advantage of local communities’ activity and to combine more top-
down and bottom-up actions so as to integrate people and educate them on how to act in favor of a common good in democratic
citizenship.
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