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Abstract : Policing studies have drawn attention to the changing role of law enforcement in favour of harsh policing strategies
throughout the world. Turkey has become part of this global transition process by restructuring its policing through a series of
allegedly democratic amendments to Turkish law. Nevertheless, severe violations of human rights continue to be widely
experienced phenomena. This paper suggests problematizing the changing judicial framework of policing together with the
persistent aggressive policing in Turkey, by considering Agamben's concept of police as a sovereign entity – sovereign police.
In so doing, the paper analytically dissects sovereign police into three premises: the criminalization of the (perceived) enemy,
the militarization of the police, and finally, the discretionary use of force. This examination of the state’s early ethno-racial
policies and the history of the Turkish police force, and of the changing judicial framework of police-related laws in the 2000s,
demonstrates  that  certain  ‘internal  enemies’  have  been  criminalized  by  increasingly  militarized  police  using  escalating
discretionary use of force.
Keywords : criminalization, discretionary use of force, policing, sovereignty
Conference Title : ICPSLIS 2020 : International Conference on Political Science, Law and International Studies
Conference Location : Zurich, Switzerland
Conference Dates : September 16-17, 2020

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Law and Political Sciences

Vol:14, No:09, 2020

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 L
aw

 a
nd

 P
ol

iti
ca

l S
ci

en
ce

s 
Vo

l:1
4,

 N
o:

09
, 2

02
0 

pu
bl

ic
at

io
ns

.w
as

et
.o

rg
/a

bs
tr

ac
ts

/1
27

15
1.

pd
f

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 14(09) 2020 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/127151.pdf

