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Abstract : For the last few years across the UK there has been a push towards implementing treatment escalation plans (TEP)
for every patient admitted to hospital. This is a paper form which is completed by a junior doctor then countersigned by the
consultant responsible for the patient's care. It is designed to address what level of care is appropriate for the patient in
question at point of entry to hospital. It helps decide whether the patient would benefit for ward based, high dependency or
intensive care. They are completed to ensure the patient's best interests are maintained and aim to facilitate difficult decisions
which may be required at a later date. For example, a frail patient with significant co-morbidities, unlikely to survive a
pathology requiring an intensive care admission is admitted to hospital the decision can be made early to state the patient
would not benefit from an ICU admission. This decision can be reversed depending on the clinical course of the patient's
admission. It promotes discussions with the patient regarding their wishes to receive certain levels of healthcare. This poster
describes the steps taken in the Aneurin Bevan University Health Board (ABUHB) when implementing the TEP form. The team
implementing the TEP form campaigned for it's use to the board of directors. The directors were eager to hear of experiences
of other health boards who had implemented the TEP form. The team presented the data produced in a number of health
boards and demonstrated the proposed form. Concern was raised regarding the legalities of the form and that it could upset
patients and relatives if the form was not explained properly. This delayed the effectuation of the TEP form and further
research and discussion would be required. When COVID 19 reached the UK the National Institute for Health and Clinical
Excellence issued guidance stating every patient admitted to hospital  should be issued a TEP form. The TEP form was
accelerated through the vetting process and was approved with immediate effect. The TEP form in ABUHB has now been in
circulation for a month. An audit investigating it's uptake and a survey gathering opinions have been conducted.
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