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Abstract : For women in a developing country like India, poverty is an ever-clinging problem which has rooted itself without
any trace of absolute abolition. Poverty is a deprivation of many imminent needs and must be measured accordingly. Therefore,
it is important to study the dimensions of education, health, and standard of living to understand the true nature of the
impoverished. The study focused on studying the deprivation on these aspects using the Alkire-Foster methodology to estimate
the Multidimensional Poverty Index. The study has utilized the individual data of women aged 15 to 49 of the National Family
Health Survey (NFHS) for the year 2015-16. Findings reveal that women in India still face extreme levels of deprivation in
various dimensions. More than one-third of the total women aged 15 to 24 in India were multidimensionally poor. Dimensional
breakdown of the levels of multidimensional poverty indicates that the dimension of Education is the highest contributor to
poverty.  Decomposition  of  the  multidimensional  poverty  among  various  demographic  sub-groups,  reveals  that  the
multidimensional poverty level increases with age. Results point out that deprivations were higher among widowed and
married women, and among women who lived alone. There was also a huge rural-urban divide with respect to poverty. The
basic needs of these women must be targeted and met so that they are withdrawn from all forms of poverty.
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