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Abstract : The sharing of natural resources is one of the most important aspects of relations between two neighboring
countries, especially when it is a resource that has a presence in both the countries in question. River water is an important
resource that is shared between India and its neighbors, namely Pakistan and Bangladesh. India shares Indus, Chenab, and
Jhelum rivers with Pakistan, while with Bangladesh, it shares Ganges and Brahmaputra. However, it is interesting to note how
does India deals with her sharing of water with these two countries. Although water sharing with both the countries has been
dotted by irritants over the years, relations with Bangladesh is undoubtedly better in this respect. Given the common history of
the region, this paper analyses the reasons behind this difference in the relationship between India and her neighbors and its
implications for the present times. Through critical analysis of literature and the official policy of all the governments involved
and the narratives present, this paper tries to present understand how India’s relations with its neighbors are a function of
geopolitics, culture, and perceptions on both sides.
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