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Abstract : Knowledge about the factors that influence the exchange between research and society is of the utmost importance
for developing collaboration between different actors, especially in future science policy development and the creation of
support  structures  for  researchers.  Among other  things,  how researchers  look  at  the  surrounding  open science  policy
environment and what conditions and attitudes they have for interacting with it. This paper examines the Finnish researchers'
attitudes towards open science policies in 2020. Open science is an integrated part of researchers' daily lives and supports not
only the effectiveness of research outputs but also the quality of research. Open science policy in ideal situation is seen as a
supporting structure that enables the exchange between research and society, but in other situation, it can end up being red
tape generating obstacles and hindering possibilities of making science in an efficient way. Results of this study were carried
out  through focus  group interviews.  This  qualitative  research method was  selected  because  it  aims to  understand the
phenomenon under study. In addition, focus group interviews produce diverse and rich material that would not be available
with  other  research methods.  Focus  group interviews have well-established applications  in  social  science,  especially  in
understanding the perspectives and experiences of research subjects. In this study, focus groups were used in studying the
mindset and actions of researchers. Each group's size was between 4-10 people, and the aim was to bring out different
perspectives on the subject. The interviewer enabled the presentation of different perceptions and opinions, and the focus
group interviews were recorded and written as text. The material was analysed using grounded theory method. The results are
presented as thematic areas, theoretical model, and as direct quotations. Attitudes towards open science policy can vary
greatly depending on the research area. This study shows that the open science policy demands in medicine, technology, and
natural sciences compared to social sciences, educational sciences, and the humanities, varies somewhat. The variation in
attitudes between different research areas can thus be largely explained by the fact that the research output and ethical code
vary significantly between certain subjects. This study aims to increase understanding of the nuances to what extent open
science policies should be tailored for different disciplines and research areas.
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