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Abstract : The citizenship of the European Union nowadays established under article 20/1 of the Treaty on the Functioning of
the European Union has been a hallmark of the EU’s political integration since the adoption of the Maastricht Treaty. Initially
received with some doubt regarding what it would mean to be a European citizen, and what would happen to individual
national citizenships, the Union’s citizenship appears to have been relegated at present times to a secondary position in
relation to other, more pressing, economic and market policies. Notwithstanding the veritable myriad of specific rights and
freedoms attributed to citizens of the Union, it is not hard to understand that, given the importance of citizenship as a true
cohesion policy at its core, somewhere along the way the Union has failed in its mission of giving its citizens a feeling of
European identity, along with the values it so bravely wants to defend and promote. In fact, notwithstanding the ever-so-
permanent presence of the blue and yellow flag next to national flags, and the elections to European Parliament, most citizens
have no idea of the relevance of EU law as an integral part of their legal heritage. In fact, it is safe to state, while the majority
of traveling nationals are aware of i.e. their right to freely move in between Member-States, most overlook the fact that this is a
result of their status as EU citizens. We have now arrived at a crossroad between accepting the law as it is, or to create new
possibilities. The question raised is whether the citizens of UK may, or may not, and shall or shall not, keep the EU citizenship.
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