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Abstract : In the process of rapid urbanization, many historical cities have undergone excessive demolition and construction
under the protection and renewal mechanism. The original pattern of the city has been changed, the urban context has been
cut off, and historical features have gradually been lost. The historical city gradually changed into the form of decentralization
and fragmentation. The understanding of the ancient city includes two levels. The first one refers to the ancient city on the
physical space, which defined an ancient city by its historic walls. The second refers to the public perception of the image,
which is derived from people's spatial identification of the ancient city. In ancient China, people draw maps to show their way
of understanding the city. Starting from ancient maps and exploring the spatial characteristics of traditional Chinese cities
from the perspective of urban imagery is a key clue to understanding the spatial characteristics of historical cities on an overall
level. The spatial characteristics of the urban image presented by the ancient map are summarized into two levels by typology.
The first is the spatial pattern composed of the center, axis and boundary. The second is the space element that contains the
city, street, and sign system. Taking the ancient city of Shipu as a typical case, the "city image" in the ancient map is analyzed
as a prototype, and it is projected into the current urban space. The research found that after a long period of evolution, the
historical spatial pattern of the ancient city has changed from “dominant” to “recessive control”, and the historical spatial
elements are non-centralized and fragmented. The wall that serves as the boundary of the ancient city is transformed into
“fragmentary remains”, the streets and lanes that serve as the axis of the ancient city are transformed into “structural
remains”, and the symbols of the ancient city center are transformed into “site remains”. Based on this, the paper proposed the
methods of controlling the protection of land boundaries, the protecting of the streets and lanes, and the selective restoring of
the city wall system and the sign system by accurate assessment. In addition, this paper emphasizes the continuity of the
ancient city's traditional spatial pattern and attempts to explore a holistic conservation method of the ancient city in the
modern context.
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