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Abstract : Festival is a social event that takes place every year which showcase culture and other social activities that usually
take place in an environment or town. However, Oranyan Festival is an annual event organized and celebrated in Oyo town in
honor of Oranyan the great who is reputed to be the overall head of the Kings of the Yoruba. This event is attended by people
from all works of life. The Oyos are used to celebrating various cultural festivals; like Ogun, Oya, Sango, Egungun, Obatala and
others. However, Oranyan festival in Oyo is a recent development in honour of Oranyan. He was said to be powerful and an
embodiment of a unique cultural tradition. The study examined the significance of the festival to the Oyo Yoruba group. Oyo
Yoruba cultural heritage include; Ewi, Ijala, Traditional food ‘Amala and Gbegiri’, Ekun Iyawo, (Bridal Chants), Traditional
Music, Traditional Dance, Traditional Game ‘Ayo Olopon’ Eke (Traditional wrestling) and others. Data for this work was
gathered through archival sources as journals and relevant publications on the various Oyo Yoruba Traditional Art and Culture.
The study is of the opinion that the festival has influence over the religion, Political, economic and other aspects of the modern
day traditions. The study also revealed that Oranyan Festival made people to have a better understanding of their rich Cultural
Heritage and promoted unity among all and sundry. It also promotes peace among the people. Conclusively, it promotes the
rich Cultural Heritage of Oyo Yoruba’s both within and outside NIGERIA and the world at large.
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