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Abstract : The study examined appraisal of shipping trade influence on the economic growth in Nigeria from 1981-2016 by the
use of secondary data collected from the Central Bank of Nigeria. The main objectives are to examine the trend of shipping
trade in Nigeria as well as determine the influence of economic growth on gross domestic product (GDP). The study employed
both descriptive and influential tools. The study adopted cointegration regression method for the analysis of each of the
variables (shipping trade, external reserves and external debts).  The results show that there is a statistically significant
relationship between GDP and external reserves with p-value 0.0190. Also the result revealed that there is a statistically
significant relationship between GDP and shipping trade with p-value 0.000. However, shipping trade and external reserves
contributed positively at 1% and 5% level of significance respectively while external debts impacted negatively to GDP at 5%
level of significance with a long run variance of cointegration regression. Therefore, the study suggests that government should
do all it can to curtail foreign dominance and repatriation of profit for a more sustainable economy as well as upgrade port
facilities, prevent unnecessary delays and encourage exportable goods for maximum deployment of ships.
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