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Abstract : A speech is said to be full of hate when it appropriates disparaging and vituperative locutions and/or appellations,
which are riddled with prejudices and misconceptions about an antagonizing party on the grounds of gender, race, political
orientation, religious affiliations, tribe, etc. Due largely to the dichotomies and polarities that exist in Nigeria across political
ideological spectrum, tribal affiliations, and gender contradistinctions, there are possibilities for the existence of
socioeconomic, religious and political conditions that would induce, provoke and catalyze hate speeches in Nigeria’s
mainstream media. Therefore the aim of this paper is to investigate, using select daily newspapers in Nigeria, the extent and
complexity of those likely hate speeches that emanate from the pluralism in Nigeria and to set in to relief, the discrepancies
and contrariety in the interpretation of those hate words. To achieve the above, the paper shall be qualitative in orientation as
it shall be using the Speech Act Theory of J. L. Austin and ]J. R. Searle to interpret and evaluate the hate speeches in the select
Nigerian daily newspapers. Also this paper shall help to elucidate the conditions that generate hate, and inform the
government and NGOs how best to approach those conditions and put an end to the possible violence and extremism that
emanate from extreme cases of hate.
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