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Abstract : Several municipalities in the Eastern Cape Province of South Africa suffer from severe infrastructure dilapidation
and a  backlog  in  repairs  and  replacement.  This  scourge  is  most  critical  in  black  dominated  areas,  such  as  the  rural
communities and townships. Several critical service delivery activities have been impaired consequent to the deteriorating
facilities and a lot of human endeavors impacted adversely. As such, this study investigated the water and sanitation challenges
in King Sabatha Dalindyebo municipality, Eastern Cape Province of South Africa. Questionnaires were distributed to the
communities and interviews were conducted with the communities’  leaders.  The Participants mentioned that their  main
sources of water supply were a dam, streams, springs and wells; and the distances to the water sources were thought to be too
long and women were often attacked and sometimes raped. South African local authorities are facing problems of insufficient
funds to meet their daily operations. The municipality should provide street taps. The alternative way for government to supply
financial aid to local authorities is to introduce the private sector in the service rendering process.
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