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Abstract : Home is a significant entity in people’s lives. It is a place that provides shelter to people and a place to which one
feels a sense of attachment and belonging. It is an entity that people develop feelings and meaning to it. People – place bond,
or in other words place attachment, and home perception might alter as a consequence of lifetime experiences. Thus, forced
displacement appears as a dramatic experience for people who lose their homes, belongings and communities. It impacts
people  who  involuntarily  leave  their  homes  and  belongings  behind,  experience  physical,  social,  cultural  and  economic
disruption and are forced to settle in an unfamiliar environment. Place attachment and home perception of internally displaced
people who involuntarily  leave their  homes might be different from those who haven’t  experience forced displacement.
Although place attachment, meaning of home and forced displacement are the subjects that have been broadly studied, there is
a lack of studies which question the relation between the three subjects in general and on Turkish Cypriot case in particular.
Considering this, it is the aim of this paper to investigate the impact of forced displacement to internally displaced people’s
attachment to a particular place and home perception. To do so, the study focuses on internally displaced Turkish Cypriots who
have been internally displaced as a result of conflict. Interview and questionnaire as two of the commonly used techniques in
the place attachment and home perception studies have been used in this study too. The results of the study indicate that
internal  displacement  has  an  apparent  impact  on  place  attachment  of  forcibly  displaced  people.  As  a  consequence  of
longstanding displacement, forcibly displaced people developed multiple attachments. Compared to people who have not
experienced displacement, forcibly displaced people have low attachments. Forced displacement does not strongly impact the
home perception in terms of meaning of home in longstanding displacement situations even though displacement-related
meanings of home exist.
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