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Abstract : The paper examines how election observation influences electoral reforms in Nigeria. Over the years, election
observation  continues  to  play  critical  role  in  the  electoral  process  specifically  in  Nigeria  and Africa  at  large.  Election
observation keeps an eye on the electoral process and all the stakeholders during elections, to ensure that the process is fair to
all contestants. While literature abound on this role of election observation on electoral process in Nigeria, scanty scholarly
efforts have been made to appraise how election observation influences electoral reforms in Nigeria. Also, while election
observation may play a role in ensuring that the electoral process is credible, specifically, its role in prvoking and eliciting
various electoral reforms in the country has not been explored. The paper adopts the explanatory research design using
secondary data and document analysis. Preliminary findings show that election observation has influenced electoral reforms in
Nigeria in no small measure. The paper concludes that election observation is critical for result oriented electoral reforms in
Nigeria, albeit, such reforms have to be implemented to the latter.
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