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Abstract : Colonialism breaks things, colonisers exploded native cultural solidarity, producing the spiritual confusion, psychic
wounding, and economic exploitation of a new and dominated ‘other’. Colonialism as the cultural and economic exploitation
began when the West defended in their seizure of foreign territories for the exploitation of its natural resources; this resulted
in brutal socio-economic imbalances. The Western profited at the detriment of the weak Africa. However, colonialism has since
passed, but the effects are still evident culturally, socially, and economically. This paper explored how postcolonial writers and
critics attempt to reverse the socio-economic imbalances resulting from the fragmentation of colonialism, with a focus on the
play 'I will Marry When I Want' by Ngugi wa Thiong’o and Ngugi wa Mirii, as a primary text. Using qualitative discourse-
textual analysis as the research methodology, the researcher purposively extracts discourse segments from the text for analysis
and interpretation. The findings reveal that Postcolonial critics and writers attempt to reverse the socio-economic effects of
colonialism through various counter discourses; their literature is concerned with the destruction of colonised identity, the
search for this identity, and its assertion. It is manifest in the text that writers offer corrective views about Africans; they stress
that they write their literary texts to conscientise their fellow Africans. Postcolonial writers and critics argue that language is a
carrier of culture and that the only way to break free from colonial influence is by not adopting a foreign language. They
further through their poems, novels, plays, and music strategically shine the spotlight on the previously nameless and destitute
people so that they can develop the human spirit’s desire to overcome defeat, socio-political deprivation, and isolation.
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